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Shrimp Season opening brings bountiful harvest

Shrimp season, which officially opened
in Mississippi territorial waters at 6 a.m.
June 6 brought with it better than average
size shrimp.

The Department of Marine Resources’
(DMR) marine fisheries staff was on the
water conducting interviews and survey-
ing shrimp boats. Approximately 300 com-
mercial and recreational shrimp boats
came out to work the opening day, which
is about equal to last year’s count of 306.

On June 5, 2007, the number of com-
mercial resident shrimp licenses sold was
356, down 50 from last year. The number
of out-of-state commercial shrimp licenses
sold was 120, down nine from 2006.

“Reports from the fishermen have been
favorable,” said DMR’s Shrimp and Crab
Bureau Director Traci Floyd.

The majority of boats were congregated
at Belle Fontaine and inside Cat Island.
Other boats headed to the inside area of
Horn Island where there were reports of
larger shrimp.

“Our shrimp fishermen are bringing in
larger than average size shrimp and in
good numbers,” added Floyd. “This

=

A large shrimp vessel heads out to join the 300 vessels that turned out June 6 for the open-
ing day of the 2007 shrimp season in Mississippi.

reflects the good shrimp growing condi- The DMR’s Marine Patrol was out in full
tions—warm waters, high salinities, and force starting at 6 p.m. June 5 and worked
little rain—that Mother Nature gave us in

late winter and spring.” See SHRIMP, page 4

Mississippi Gulf Coast National Heritage Inside this issue...
Area to host national meeting this fall DMR restores 580 acres of state’s
. . . . . . oyster reefs

Directors and staff of the 37 national heritage areas affiliated with the National
Park Service and a member of the Alliance of National Heritage Areas will spend Smatr)t Growth conference draws record
five days on the Mississippi Gulf Coast this October. AUMBEr

The Office of Coastal Management and Planning at the Department of Marine Fishermen collect more than 1,000
Resources is the coordinating entity for the Mississippi Gulf Coast National Heritage derelict crab traps
Area (NHA) and will host fellow national heritage development and tourism part- Free Mississippi seafood business
ners for the Heritage Development Institute, Alliance of National Heritage Areas start-up guide available at DMR

Board of Directors and Roundtables. The historic meetings are set to take place in
the Bolton State Office Building on Back Bay of Biloxi.
Representatives from Augusta Canal, Cane River, Delaware & Lehigh, Essex, Erie

Grants for coastal projects topic of
workshop series

Canal, Yuma Crossing, Rivers of Steel, Oil Region, Lackawanna, Motor Cities, Know the Rules of the Water: Take a

See HERITAGE, page 4

free boat and water safety class

Seafood Recipe: Shrimp Dip
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Director’s Notes
Dr. William Walker

As we approach the
two-year anniversary of
Katrina, there will likely
_| be many reports and
news stories describing
South Mississippi’s
progress and recovery.
To get a snapshot of
how our marine resources are rebounding
all you really need to do is cast a line or
throw a net. One angler said recently he
was out mulleting and when he pulled in
his cast net he pulled out some lagniappe.
No, it wasn’t the remnants of someone’s
home; it was a 14-pound redfish. Anglers
caught several record breakers this sum-
mer. In July the Commission on Marine
Resources certified eight state saltwater
sportfishing records.

And consider these bright spots: shrimp
landings were up more than 1 million
pounds for the month of June from 2006 to
2007, from 1.3 million pounds to 2.4 mil-
lion pounds, and the price of shrimp is up.
Blue crab landings for 2006 were the high-
est in over 15 years. And 71,000 cubic
yards of cultch material has been deposit-
ed to refurbish over 710 acres of oyster
reefs in the western Mississippi Sound.

As of July 30, more than 130,000 cubic
yards of marine debris have been
removed from our coastal waterways and
100 percent federal reimbursement for
marine debris removal has been extended
through December 2007.

Cleanup and rebuilding efforts on
Mississippi’s Coastal Preserves have
resulted in 286 acres of coastal habitat
being restored. Restoration efforts are
under way on an additional 760 acres.

To date, Mississippi has received about
$11 million of the $37 million that
Congress approved to be distributed to
the state over the next five years as part of
the NOAA NMFS Fisheries Disaster
Recovery Program. The funds are to be
used to assist in the restoration of oyster
beds and shrimping grounds rehabilita-
tion, as well as to monitor the recovery of
Gulf fisheries.

It is gratifying to see the rapid progress
that has already taken place as we work
together to rebuild our coastline.

/4%%@ // wlber.

Executive Director

Boat and Water Safety
Course Schedule
(July-Sept. 2007)

All classes are free. Preregistration is required.
Class dates are subject to change. For details,
call Marine Patrol at (228) 523-4134. Class
schedules are posted monthly on the DMR’s
Web site at www.dmr.state.ms.us. Click on
Marine Patrol, then select Boat and Water
Safety and click on Schedule for Classes.

e Aug. 4, Mississippi Power Co.
Auditorium, 2326 Telephone Road,
Pascagoula, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

¢ Aug. 11, Bolton Building, Room 205,
1141 Bayview Ave., Biloxi, 9a.m.-5
p.m.

* Aug. 18, Mississippi Power Co.
Auditorium, 300 Hwy. 90, Bay St. Louis,
9a.m.-5p.m.

e Aug. 25, Mississippi Power Co.
Auditorium, 2326 Telephone Road,
Pascagoula, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

 Sept. 8, Mississippi Power Co.
Auditorium, 300 Hwy. 90, Bay St. Louis,
9a.m.-5p.m.

 Sept. 15, Mississippi Power Co.
Auditorium, 2326 Telephone Road,
Pascagoula, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

 Sept. 22, Bolton Building, Room 205,
1141 Bayview Ave., Biloxi, 9a.m.-5
p.m.

 Sept. 29, Mississippi Power Co.
Auditorium, 300 Hwy. 90, Bay St. Louis,
9a.m.-5p.m.

Thanks!

Thanks to all those who
contributed to this issue of
Coastal Markers.
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DMR restores 580 acres of state’s oyster reefs

The DMR recently distributed 57,668
cubic yards of cultch material (oyster
shells and limestone), restoring 580 acres
of oyster reefs—including Kittiwake, Pass
Marianne and Telegraph reefs. The cultch
plant cost $3 million, ranking it as one of
Mississippi’s largest cultch plants and one
of the largest in the nation.

“It has been said that Hurricane Katrina
confronted us with insurmountable oppor-
tunities,” said DMR Shellfish Bureau
Director Scott Gordon. “The rebuilding of
our oyster reefs, which so many hard
working people of the Coast look to for
their livelihoods, initially seemed to be
one of those. | have confidence that we
will be able to meet the great challenges of
rebuilding Mississippi’s oyster reefs so
decimated by Hurricane Katrina. This is an
essential step in the recovery of the
Mississippi Gulf Coast.”

Mississippi Marine Services of Pass
Christian distributed 20,168 cubic yards of
oyster shell and Alabama Seafood
Producers Inc. of Bayou LaBatre, Ala. dis-
tributed 37,500 cubic yards of crushed
limestone—more than 80 barge loads of
cultch material.

Cultch plants consist of spreading oyster
shell, crushed limestone or concrete rubble
over the water bottom using high-pressure
hoses, giving oyster larvae a clean surface
on which to attach and grow. These cultch
plants are intended to restore oyster pro-

The DMR recently completed a $3 million cultch plant in the western Mississippi Sound,
restoring 580 acres of oyster reefs destroyed by Hurricane Katrina. The cultch plant ranks as
one of the state’s largest and one of the largest in the nation.

ductivity and increase fishing opportuni-
ties in South Mississippi through the con-
tinued rebuilding of existing reefs. In
Muississippi waters it usually takes an oys-
ter 18 to 24 months to reach a marketable
size.

The cultch plant was funded through the
Mississippi Hurricane Katrina Disaster
Restoration, Enhancement and Monitoring
Program to Study the Recovery of Gulf
Fisheries.

“On behalf of the DMR, | would like to

thank Senators Thad Cochran and Trent
Lott, Congressman Gene Taylor and Gov.
Haley Barbour for their tireless efforts in
getting Congress to approve these disaster
funds for Gulf fisheries,” said Dale Diaz,
DMR Office of Marine Fisheries Director.
“Restoration projects like this are impor-
tant to the state’s economy, the health of
the coastal environment and for the liveli-
hood and recreation of numerous Coast
fishermen.”

Grants available to marinas for pump-out installation

Grants are now available for the installa-
tion of pump-out facilities at local marinas
and harbors through the Clean Vessel Act
Program. The grants are cash reim-
bursable—75 percent federally funded and
25 percent recipient-matched—through
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

For more information about applying for
a pump-out installation grant, contact the
DMR’s Clean Vessel coordinator at (228)
523-4150.

The Mississippi Department of Marine
Resources has been committed to cleaning
up the quality of our water since 1994,
when the Clean Vessel Act (CVA) program
was first authorized. Since that time dis-
charging raw sewage into state waters has
been prohibited.

Congress passed the Clean Vessel Act in

1992 to reduce pollution from vessel
sewage discharges after finding that there
were an inadequate number of onshore
sewage disposal facilities in waters fre-
quented by recreational boats and deter-
mining that these vessels may be a sub-
stantial contributor to localized degrada-
tion of water quality.

Under the provisions of the Clean Vessel
Act, $40 million will be reauthorized for
distribution to the states over a five-year
period. These funds come from boaters
and anglers through taxes paid on fishing
tackle and motorboat fuels under the
Federal Aid Sport Fish Restoration Act
program.

The Clean Vessel Act Program’s mission
is to enhance, protect and conserve the
coastal resources of Mississippi through

the installation and maintenance of pump-
out stations provided by the Department of
Marine Resources in cooperation with the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s Sport Fish
Restoration Grant Program. Any marina in
Mississippi is eligible to participate in this
program that provides for a cash reim-
bursable grant with a 75 percent Federal
and 25 percent marina match.

Until the local pumpouts at the harbors
and marinas come back on-line, there is a
pump-out boat accessible for use. Call
Mitchell Marine, Inc. at (228) 875-1092.

How do | apply?

Contact DMR’s CVA coordinator,
Rhonda Price at (228) 523-4150.
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SHRIMP, continued from page 1

DMR Marine Patrol Officer W ill Freeman performs a routine inspection
aboard a shrimp boat, about one mile north of Horn Island on opening day

of the 2007 shrimp season.

shrimp season openinghis included 34 dicers, two reserve titers
and three dispatchers. Marine Patrdlogfrs conducted patrols from
14 patrol boats throughout the Mississippi Sound.

HERITAGE, continued from
page 1

Tennessee Civil War, Wheeling, Silos and
Smokestacks and South Carolina National Heritage
Areas are excited about coming to the coast.

Each heritage area is provided the opportunity to
carry out the membership duties by hosting a national
meeting.The Mississippi Gulf Coast National Heritage
Area was given the opportunity to host two years ago
and remains pledged and proud of the cultural, histori
cal, archaeological, natural and recreational resources
in southern Mississippi.

Known as the Mississippi Gulf Coast National
Heritage Area, the six-county area in southern
Mississippi located on the Gulf of Mexico and in the
Mississippi Coastal Plain has a unique history shaped
by environment, culture, historical significance and
recreational resources.

With broad support from local governments and other
interested individuals for the establishment of the
Mississippi Gulf Coast National Heritageea to coor
dinate and assist in the preservation and interpretation
of these resources, the Comprehensive Resource
Management Plan coordinated by the Mississippi
Department of Marine Resources is a collaborative

The 14 Marine Patrol boats patrolling the waters responded to twoeffort of the federal government and state and local

confirmed capsizings and one boat in distress.

governments in the area and is a natural foundation on

“We are extremely pleased with the opening day of the 2007which to establish the Heritageea and establishment

shrimping season,” said Calalter ChataginerChief of the DMRS

of the HeritageArea would assist local communities

Marine Patrol. “Compliance rates were much higher than in previousand residents in preserving the unique cultural, histori

years.”

NEW

Fishing Rules
and Regulations
Book

Get your

FREE
copy today!

Did you know as of June 1, the recreational red snapper possession limit is 2?
For the latest regulations, stop by the DMR office at 1141 Bayview Avenue in
Biloxi between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday through Friday (374-5000) and get your
free copy of the 2007-2008 “A Guide to Mississippi Saltwater Fishing Rules &
Regulations,” pick up one of our handy pocket guides to size and possession lim-
its, and purchase your 07-08 saltwater sportfishing license. Licenses expire one
year from the date they’re issued. The 2007-2008 edition of “A Guide to Mississippi
Saltwater Fishing Rules and Regulations” is also available on the DMR Web site as
an Adobe PDF file and can be downloaded free at www.dmr.state.ms.us. The cover
illustration was designed by DMR Staff Officer Joe Jewell.

cal, and natural resources of the area.

With active support of Mississipgi’Congressional
delegation, local government figfals, stakeholders
and private citizens, the MDMR-CRMé#&chieved the
twin goals of having the six coastal counties designat
ed as a National Heritaggea and having a manage
ment plan developed. It is anticipated that all of the
entities that worked so hard to achieve these goals will
be partners in implementing the components of the
plan.An environmental assessment for the area will be
completed this summer

This fall directors, stéfand commissioners from 36
heritage areas in the national system will visit the dis
tinctive Mississippi Gulf Coast where many chapters in
the national story have been written.

Visit the Grand Bay National Estuarine
Research Reserve online

Mississippi Dep artment of Marine Resources 4

Summer 2007



